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Executive summary
On 13 November 2020, the Royal Moroccan
Army intervened in the demilitarised zone of El
Guerguerat to disperse a peaceful demonstration of 60 Saharawis who were barricading the
border crossing with Mauritania, through which
natural resources illegally exploited by the
Kingdom of Morocco in the Non-Self-Governing Territory of Western Sahara are exported.
With this act, the ceasefire that came into force
in September 1991, following the deployment of
the United Nations Mission for the Referendum
in Western Sahara (MINURSO), was broken. The
armed conflict between the Kingdom of Morocco and the Polisario Front thus resumed.
Since then, tensions in the Non-Self-Governing Territory have escalated in retaliation, with
civilians and a growing number of Saharan activists being targeted by the occupying Power’s
security forces. The intensification of repression has made daily life in the occupied territory
even more difficult and has led to a disturbing
increase in systematic and serious violations of
human rights and international humanitarian
law, with a particular impact on civil and political rights. This situation has been denounced by
international human rights monitoring organisations and by various UN Special Rapporteurs
throughout the year.
This report, coordinated by Federació ACAPS
and Novact and supported by the Geneva Support Group for the Protection and Promotion of
Human Rights in Western Sahara, quantifies and
contextualises 160 violations of civil and political rights that have taken place over the past

year, with special attention to those that have
had an impact on women and minors, specifically protected by international humanitarian
law. These are only cases and testimonies that
have been brought to attention by some twenty
Sahrawi human rights defenders or that are
included in the periodic reports of local and international organisations such as AFAPREDESA,
Isacom or Codesa.
Among the most frequent violations that have
taken place this year are restrictions on freedom of expression and freedom of movement,
intimidation, harassment, death threats,
criminalisation, physical and sexual assaults,
threats of rape, mistreatment of prisoners,
and physical and technological “surveillance”,
which occur in the context of a very serious
quantitative and qualitative expansion of the
use of mechanisms such as arbitrary detention,
including arbitrary house arrest. In turn, these
attacks take place in a context of prior limitation
of freedoms, taking advantage of the restrictive
measures due to the COVID 19 pandemic, which
had already helped to expel Saharawi activism
and its demands from the public space.
Of all the cases, the case of the sisters human
rights defenders and women Sultana and
Louaara Khaya, who have been under house
arrest for more than a year and have suffered
more than a dozen attacks by Moroccan security forces, including physical and sexual
assaults and two rapes, stands out in particular.
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Based on the documented violations, the report
presents the following conclusions:
1. The resumption of armed conflict has been
used to further securitize the daily life of
the Saharawi population, especially the nomadic population in the desert areas; there
are reports of acts that could be considered
serious violations of humanitarian law, such
as air attacks on civilians, forced displacement of the population or the dispossession
of means of survival through the massacre
of livestock and dromedaries.
2. New forms of mass protest and campaigns
adapted to the context of COVID 19 restrictions, such as flying Saharawi flags from the
home, have given rise to context-specific
forms of violations and repression with particular impact on the private sphere, such
as repeated abuse of house arrest without
a court order or illegal interference in the
home, physical aggression in the private space
and even sexual harassment and assault.
3. There is a clear gender balance in human
rights violations, with men making up 61,3%
of those who have suffered such impacts
and women 38,7%. In addition, there are 20
minors among them, who would fall under
the additional protection of the International Convention on the Protection of the
Rights of the Child.
4. There is a very high incidence of violations
closely linked to the repression of the right
to peaceful assembly and protest and freedom of expression, such as the dissolution
of protests through physical aggression
and arbitrary detentions, which together
constitute almost 2/3 of the documented
violations.
5. Nearly twenty complaints of torture have
been collected, in addition to countless
accounts of degrading and inhuman treatment, such as the practice of abandoning
activists in remote areas after subjecting
them to physical and psychological violence.
These complaints of serious violations of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights are not being channelled through
the institutions designed for this purpose,
so that the framework of impunity for the
perpetrators persists. All this, despite the
new National Mechanism for the Prevention

of Torture, which Morocco created in 2018
and whose implementation is currently 95%
funded by the Council of Europe.
6. In the last year, there have been several serious and particularly worrying episodes of
the use of sexual violence as a weapon of
repression by the Kingdom of Morocco’s security forces, both against women and men,
in contexts of home interference, detention
and imprisonment. These have mainly consisted of threats of rape in the case of men
and sexual harassment, abuse and assault in
the case of women. These acts constitute a
serious violation of women’s rights as set out
in the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and its general
recommendation 30, applicable in contexts
of conflict and occupation. Particularly serious are the violations of Sultana and Luaara
Khaya, which occurred in May, August and
November 2021. These acts are likely to constitute war crimes under the protection of
the Fourth Geneva Convention.
The objective of this report is to testify to the
systematic and serious violations of the human
rights of the Saharawi people under Moroccan occupation and the systematic and serious
violations of the norms of international humanitarian law in the Non-Self-Governing Territory
of Western Sahara.
The report concludes with a series of recommendations addressed to the international
community as a whole (States, regional organisations and the UN) so that each one assumes its
responsibilities to ensure that international law
is applied in the Non-Self-Governing Territory
of Western Sahara and that the Saharawi people
can freely enjoy their fundamental rights.
The authors of the report hope to contribute to
the mobilisation of civil society for the defence
of the rights of the Saharawi people living in the
territory occupied by the Kingdom of Morocco.
Barcelona / Geneva / Rabouni refugee camp
10 December 2021
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